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Patterson  Creek  School   1885 - 1915 
The rapid expansion of the Snoqualmie Valley population from the late 1870s 

through the 1880s brought first many single men seeking economic opportuni-

ties, followed quickly by families seeking new homes and communities.  

Homes and communities included education for their children, and the need for 

schools quickly became a priority for these newly arrived residents.  In the 

1871 Washington Territory Census, the pages assumed to be Falls City/

Snoqualmie area (based on names) reported 18 people under the age 18; one was a 

17 year old male from China working as a cook, and one was a 16 year old 

housewife.  Of the remaining 16, nine were children of men who had come to 

the Valley, and then started families here with Indigenous women.  In contrast, 

in the 1889 Washington State Census, the number under the age of 18 rose significantly.  Just 17 years later, 

there were now 398 under the age of 18 with no listed occupation.  The listed occupations for adults for these 

years also shows just how quickly the Fall City/Snoqualmie area changed.  In 1871, the occupations listed in-

cluded laborer, lumberman, trader, fisherman, cook, housewife, and one teacher.  In 1889, these were still the 

majority of the occupations, however, there were now merchants, carpenters, engineers, teamsters, millers, 

blacksmith, machinists, railroaders, sawyers, masons, barber, tailor, milliner, a butler and at least 4 teachers.  

The name Fall City was formally established in 1872 with a trading post and post office, and within a year 

pioneer families were organizing for a school building.  Starting with 5 students who needed to be transported 

by dug-out canoe across the river to the north side, Fall City's first school opened with a 3-month school term.  

In 1885 Fall City opened two new schools to accommodate the increase in number of children.  Richards 

School opened near the Raging River bridge, and Patterson Creek School was located on the west side of what 

is now 308th Street SE, along Redmond-Fall City Rd.  The families near Patterson Creek had petitioned for a 

new school district as the walk to downtown was just too far, and School District 48 was formed.  Patterson 

Creek School remained open until 1915 when it merged with Fall City, and had provided for grades 1 - 8.  

Between 1885 and 1915, transportation had 

improved.  The first bridge across the 

Snoqualmie River was built in 1887, inex-

pensive vehicles became available, and there 

was now a school bus for Patterson Creek 

students to ride downtown.  The bus was an 

early model flat bed car with seats along the 

sides. It was roofed with side posts and 

rolled canvas to protect from bad weather.  
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