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What Happened on River Strees?

The road we know as SR202 started as
wheel ruts that ran through Fall City to
Redmond. Later called River Street it
took on the look of a proper gravel road
by 1912. The picture on the right dates
to about 1920. The view is from the
Fall City bridge showing the buildings
right up to the road’s edge. When new
wider bridges were built in the early
1930, the road was widen to give a full
100 foot easement.

The owners sold the 50 feet of frontage -
and either moved the buildings back or =
tore them down. The trickiest was >
moving the cinderblock Model Garage. ===

That and the Doc Taylor house (now

Fall City Family Dental) office, and the Fall City Hotel Building (now the El Caporal Restaurant) are the
three that remain from the original buildings along the road.

When indoor plumbing came to Fall City, the county allowed septic systems with drain fields that fit on
the shorter properties. With use, many proved to be inadequate for the volume of waste, but were
grandfathered in as regulations became stricter. Gene Stevens tells the story that in 1986 the Family Food
Center heard about offering a King’s Chicken brand that “If the Colonel’s chicken tasted this good he’d a
been a general.” The county turned them down for a deli permit citing the septic system couldn’t handle
all that chicken fat. With the new system being installed in the business district it is hoped we can attract
businesses that require that added capacity, and that the amount of chicken fat proves no longer an issue.
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Be sure to stop by the Fall City Historical Pavillion at Fall
City Day on Saturday, June 13th. Our theme this year is Past Times Pastimes. Come and
sample the different ways folks spent their time before things needed batteries!

We’ll also have our Fall City glasses, mugs, magnets, postcards, and books for sale.
See you there!
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