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Mom, what’s a phone book?
Do you remember the thrill the first time you saw your name
and number in the phone book? Due to the generous donations of
Alan Lind and Marion Querro, the Historical Society has copies of
the Fall City phone books going back as far as 1957. That book
covered the Cascade and Fall City Telephone Companies and
included the towns of Snoqualmie, Snoqualmie Falls, Cedar Falls,
Meadowbrook, Fall City, Preston, and Carnation. In the back a handy
table let you know it would cost $1.15 per minute to call Spokane
during the day and $1.70 if person-to-person. (One would call the
operator and she would call and ask for the person you wanted to talk
to. If they weren’t there, you tried later.) Needless to say, at those
rates, most people opted for a 3¢ stamp. The page on “Party Line”
covered the laws of yielding to emergency calls. It fails to mention
the rules of etiquette our parents drummed into us. Listening in to
someone else’s conversation was something you didn’t want to get
caught doing. There was also a page of “Frequently Called
Numbers.” In the books we have, that’s the section that’s most interesting. Relatives, businesses, friends all
listed for easy reference - Mother, Gracie, Eagles Club, Valu Mart.
The Yellow Pages provided us with the information on who could do what. The snappy ads sought to catch
the attention a regular listing couldn’t. Notice the phone number lists CA 2-xxxx with the CAstle 2 yielding
to our familiar 222 years later. The books we have date from 1957-1983 and serve as an interesting
chronicle of Fall City residents and businesses. We have some holes in our collection. Do you have any old
telephone books?
Things that were once such a staple in our lives now seem archaic. Century Tel still publishes a book, but
it’s not very big and it covers the entire Eastside. And, of course, no mobile phone numbers are included!
Do you remember the last time you looked something up in the phone book?
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And the winner is...
In December, we challenged readers to guess where the photo on the cover of
our calendar was taken and what was the name of the pictured pooch.
Some of most creative guesses were:
These are the Bolt Brothers from “Here Comes the Brides" on the farm
just west of town. They traveled to Fall City to find wives, but only found a
dog that they named Honey. Honey ran away as soon as she could.

This is the first home delivery wagon coming down River Street.
They are ancestors of Jeff Bezos. The dog’s name is Amazon.
Fall City’s first band in the park. George strummed on the fruit board, John
played the rhythmic reins and Paul drummed. The dog, Ringo, is on the drum.

The answer is: the picture was taken on the Barfuse farm, across SR 202 from the Middle School,
in about 1938. Bill Barfuse holds the reins, Bob Hamerly (left) is ready to transplant broccoli. Garin ‘Doc’
Donnelly is on the right. Even Christy Davidson, whose Dad ’Doc’ Donnelly is in the picture, doesn’t
know the name of the dog!
A total of 47 people turned in guesses.

Lorraine Uchon-Hefti was the lucky winner of the two stemless wineglasses.

Congratulations, Lorraine!

President ’s
Day Quiz
If you homesteaded in Fall City when it was
founded in 1872, which president would have
signed your claim?

A Valentine’s Day Thank You
To all our members,
volunteers, and supporters.
We couldn’t do it without you!

Answer: Ulysses S. Grant
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