NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
The town of Fall City has two National Historic Sites. They are:
1. MASONIC HALL, located at 4304 337th Place SE, designated in 2003.
2. NEIGHBOR-BENNETT HOUSE, located at 4317 337th Place SE, designated in 2004.

FALL CITY MONUMENTS
Several monuments have been erected for a variety of reasons and typically they reﬂect the civic pride
which binds a community together. The following monuments in the Fall City area are a reﬂection of
accomplishments of those who lived or live here and the appreciation of the community:

1. FALL CITY TOTEM POLE
The Fall City Totem Pole is located on an island formed by Redmond-Fall City Road, SE 42nd Place
and 334th Place SE. The Pole was carved by Hugh H. Hinds in 1934. Mr Hinds lived in Fall City and
worked as a structural engineer in Seale. About 1933, he became interested in Native American totem poles and had carved several small ones prior to this one. For reasons long since forgoen, he approached the Fall City Community Club and oﬀered to carve a totem pole of magniﬁcent proportions.
His oﬀer was accepted and on March 4, 1934, a team of volunteers trucked a 60-foot Red Cedar oﬀ of
the Jimmy Chisholm place near Lake Marie, and delivered it to the home of Hugh Hinds. Those who
volunteered were Vern Eliason, Walt Carmichael, Dewey Smith, Wylie Gochnour, my uncle Lester
Burns, Max Dodge, Jack Ogilvie, Bill Carmichael, Hume Carmichael, Ray Drake and Ed Dodge. The
April 26, 1934 edition of the Valley Record ran a picture of Mr Hinds working on the Fall City Totem
Pole at his country estate, Riverdale, on the Sunset Highway (Preston-Fall City Road).
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Rowan Chisholm

Pat Gochnour

Fig. 27-14 Below, moving the cedar tree to the Hinds place for carving. Right, Hugh Hinds, with Fall City totem pole in background.

Les Morton

Fig. 27-15 Hugh Hinds at work on the Fall City totem pole, with the log suspended for easy rotation as he carved.

Since free-standing, elaborately carved totem poles are not a part of Native American culture in the
Puget Sound region, Mr Hinds drew inspiration from the legends and carvings of the Haida Indians
who live along the British Columbia coast.
The Fall City Totem Pole was presented to the Fall City community by Dorothy “Dolly” Gochnour of
the Fall City Study Club on December 16, 1934. The ceremony was organized by the Fall City Community Club. The totem pole was dedicated to the memory of Mrs Julia Harshman, who came to Fall
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Prof. Edmond S. Meany will recall pioneer
days in the Snoqualmie Valley, at a ceremony
at Fall City next Sunday at which the sixty foot
totem pole, carved and donated to the community by H.H. Hinds, will be dedicated.

A ﬁne crowd attended the ceremonies of the
dedication of the mammoth Totem Pole at the
Fall City Park last Sunday afternoon. The Totem was presented to the community by H.H.
Hinds in memory of Mrs. Julia Harshman, beloved pioneer of the district who passed on not
long ago.

The Fall City Park square has been chosen
as a suitable location for this mammoth totem,
which is four feet in diameter, and it will be
erected and the dedication ceremonies held at
2:00 P.M. December 9.

The acceptance was made by William Carmichael, president of the Fall City Community
Club, who told how the men had cut the cedar
tree from the Chisholm place, and with the assistance of county equipment, it was taken from
the forest to Mr. Hinds’ home to be carved.

An interesting program has been arranged
by Mrs. Elmer Gochneur of the Fall City Community Club which will include a history of the
pole by Mr. Hinds.

Supt. R.J. Schusman of the Snoqualmie
schools gave a very instructive talk on the “History of the Northwest Indian.” The Totem Pole
and the audience faced the snow-covered peaks
of the Cascades as Prof. Schusman dramatized
the Indian legend of familiar old Mt. Si.

A number of Seattle residents have been
invited to witness the ceremony and members
of the troops of Girl and Boy Scouts will take
part.
The Puget Sound Power & Light Company
have very kindly offered the use of their equipment for the occasion and the people of the
Snoqualmie Valley are cordially invited to attend this unusual dedication.

The Girl Scouts sang two very appropriate
songs, and Mrs. H.H. Hinds told of the etheology of the pole, and seeing Chief Nestauw Jones,
who is a full blood Indian in the audience,
called to him and apologized to his ancestors
for infringing upon the art of the Haida Indians
in trying to depict their mythology on a wooden
shaft. Chief Jones stated that the Indians were
not carving poles any more, and that the white
man had a right to preserve their traditions.

Snoqualmie Valley Record, Thursday,
December 6, 1934.

Fig. 27-16 Valley Record articles announcing the
1934 dedication ceremony and reporting on it the following issue.

Snoqualmie Valley Record, Thursday,
December 20, 1934.
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Fig. 27-17 Above, Puget Sound Power and Light
Company assists in the installation of the pole. Right,
December 16, 1934 dedication ceremony.

City in 1903, and who was a benefactor of the town until her death in 1933. The totem pole was accepted on behalf of the town by Walt Carmichael, President of the Fall City Community Club.
Seeing Chief Nestauw Jones in the audience, Mrs Hinds apologized to his ancestors for infringing on
the art of the Haida Indians by depicting their mythology on a wooden sha. Chief Jones commented
that the Indians weren’t carving totem poles anymore and he felt the White Man had a right to preserve the Indian traditions.

LEGEND OF THE FALL CITY TOTEM POLE
(as told by Mrs Marie Hinds)
In the beginning was Quq the Raven creator, known to the Indians as chief of the gods,
who was always wanting to improve the earth. The ﬁshermen had long complained
to the great Creator that if they had the moon at night upon Keen-dehl-taen, the River
of Mists, they could spear salmon. Quq determined to get the moon, which had been
selﬁshly hidden by Celestum, the God-of-Light, from mortals.
It was a long voyage up the river over the misty falls, so the Raven and Naraat, the
old man of the waterfall, built a strong canoe. Before Naraat could venture out onto
unknown waters, he must ﬁnd the magic paddle which he knew to be in possession of
the evil spirits. Naraat asked the Raven Creator to change him into a dancing Grizzly
bear so he could lure Newtauw from her house and give Harh’as the Flying Frog a
chance to rescue the sacred paddle.
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Kingﬁsher, in an eﬀort to save the paddle for Newtauw, rushed down
the river and fell upon the head of Naraat and forced him into the water.
The old man of the waterfall became very sad and waterfalls streamed
down his cheeks, his lips drooped and he would have succumbed to the
Kingﬁsher, had not the Flying Frog wrapped his legs around Naraat’s body
and pulled him from the jaws of the angry Kingﬁsher.
Naraat and Harh’as, siing on each end of the magic canoe, Hrsaw, glided
up the River-of-Mists and reaching the headwaters, saw Celestrum, Godof-Light, dressed in his ceremonial yellow robe and holding Moon-Child
in his arms. The countenance of the Moon-Child shed a sha of light on
the waters so brilliant that it blinded the intruders. Despite the light, the
Flying Frog was too quick for the old man and rushing upon him, held fast
to his great head while Naraat snatched the Moon-Child from his arms.
They placed the lile fellow in the sacred canoe and swily ﬂoated down
the river to the house of the Great Creator, the Raven. The Raven lost no
time in soaring up to the heavens with Hlawahs dangling from his beak.
With one mighty ﬂing of his head, the Moon-Child went sailing into space
to shine by night ever aer.
(See also Fig. 27-19 for simpliﬁed story and identiﬁcation of characters on
pole.)
The Fall City Totem Pole blew down in a violent windstorm in 1964 and it was
discovered that 30 years of weather had severely roed the 43-foot Red Cedar. In
1967, aer extensive caulking and painting, the totem pole was erected again.

By 1982, the original totem pole was deemed “non-repairable” and the BPA issued
bids to carve a replacement. Herman Williams, a Tulalip Native American, was
commissioned in March 1982 to carve a 43-foot replacement totem pole, which
would follow the same theme as the original.
In June 1982, the second Fall City Totem Pole, carved by Herman Williams, was
erected by the BPA and dedicated to the town. The original totem pole continued
to be stored at the Ambold farm.
Meanwhile, the Ambold farm was sold, and the new owner asked that the old
totem pole in the barn be removed. In 1989, in an eﬀort to prevent the destruction
Fig. 27-18 The second Fall City totem pole, which stood from 1982 to 2001.
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Snoqualmie Valley Historical Museum, Ruth Pickering

In 1981, it became obvious that the totem pole needed some major restoration and
it was taken down a second time. Aer it was on the ground, it was the consensus
of several experts that it wasn’t structurally sound enough to just caulk and paint
it. The Fall City BPA decided to temporarily store the totem pole in Fred Ambold’s
barn on the Issaquah-Fall City Road, to allow the totem pole to dry before making
a decision whether to repair or replace it.
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Fig. 27-19 A simpliﬁed version of the legend of the Fall City totem is told in this sign from Totem Garden Park. The sign also identiﬁes the characters in the
legend as they are shown on the totem pole.

Ruth Pickering

Valley Record

Jack Kelley

Fig. 27-20 Le, installation of second totem pole.
Above, article about dedication of second pole.

of the original totem pole, Audrey Schroeder oﬀered to store it
in her barn, until such time as the original totem pole could be
restored. The Fall City Community Association (FCCA, formerly the BPA) accepted Audrey’s oﬀer and the original totem
pole was moved from Ambold’s barn to Audrey’s barn on the
Redmond-Fall City Road.
The second Fall City Totem Pole was repainted by George
Morris in June 1994, with the totem pole standing upright.

1998, Dick Kirby and a team of volunteers from Chief Kanim
Middle School began the task of restoring the original totem
pole. Eleven months later, in 1999, Fall City Boy Scout Troop
425 stepped in to restore the original totem pole as a community project. Mac Campbell headed the project, along with
Assistant Scoutmaster, Guy Falconer, who supervised the 26
Scouts doing the work. Wade Cook, local ﬁnancier, provided
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Bobbi Berry, owner of the property where the second Fall
City Totem Pole was situated, donated the lot to the FCCA in
March 1995. Fall City aorney, Ian Macrae, took care of the
paperwork.

Fig. 27-21 New paint job by George
Morris, 1994.

his barn as a place to store the totem pole and complete the restoration. Wood Care Systems of Kirkland
supplied the liquid epoxy and primers. In 2000, the
Scouts began the restoration.

Personnel from Puget Sound Energy erected the original Fall City Totem Pole and Wells’ Nursery provided
a granite rock base. Electric power was supplied to
the lot and lights were installed to illuminate the totem
pole at night.
Installation of the second Fall City Totem Pole is
planned at the entrance to Chief Kanim Middle School.

Terri Reilly

It was an auspicious occasion when, on August 30,
2001, the original Fall City Totem Pole was once again
erected where it had stood for 44 years. Under the
lead organization of the FCCA, the 43-foot symbol of
Fall City’s community spirit and the memory of Mrs
Julia Harshman, pierced the sky once more. The restoration process was another example of the Fall City
community pitching in to get something done. See
Figs. 27-24 through 27-26 for more details.

Fig. 27-22 Chief Kanim Middle School teacher
Dick Kirby was key in starting the move to restore
the original totem pole and was behind the project
all the way.

2. CHARLES V. HANSON MEMORIAL
The Charles V. Hanson Memorial, located at 335th Avenue SE and the Redmond-Fall City Road, was
built by the community in 1969. At the east end of Quigley Park is a monument honoring a signiﬁcant
man who gave so much to this community. The monument was built and dedicated to the memory
of Charles V. Hanson by the people who were touched in some way by the actions of this benevolent
man.

Judy Kelley

Charlie (as everyone called him) Victor Hanson was born in
1896 on a farm overlooking Paerson Creek to Victor (Billy)
and Luann Dooley Hanson. As a young boy, he aended the
Paerson Creek School and subsequently graduated from Fall
City High School in 1914. He always felt a good education
was very important and went to Washington State College for
a time. Unfortunately, World War I came along and he was
draed into the U.S Army, where he served in France. Shortly
aer his return to civilian life, he met and married Hulda
Fig. 27-23 Charles V. Hanson Memorial.
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Fig. 27-24 February 2001 article about restoration process.
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Seale Times

Fig. 27-25 Seale Times article about restoration of totem pole, 2001.

460

461

Terri Reilly

Terri Reilly

Fig. 27-26 Community involvement in totem restoration, from list in
commemorative scrapbook made by Terri Reilly. Drawing at right by Terri.

