
Feature Article 

Prescott-Harshman House 
Built 1904, King County Landmark 1984 

 

 

The Prescott-
Harshman House, 
built by Delphus 
Huffman in 1904, is 
located at 33429 SE 
Redmond-Fall City 
Road. Two early 
photos of the house 
are in the Fall City 
Collection. 

 
No date or identifications are given with this photo, but it appears to be soon after the house 

was built. It was the residence of Martin and Parthena Prescott from 1904 to 1909.  
 
 
 
 
 

Another undated photo, but 
people are named:  (L-R) 

Emory Nelson, Gus Nelson,  
Martha Paisly Nelson, un-
known, Carl Frederick Nel-

son, and (Ike) Darling. 
 

 

 



 

In1912 this house became the home of 
the Newton and Julia Harshman (shown 
in the undated photo at right). The Harsh-
mans came to Fall City between 1900 
and 1910 and were very respected mem-
bers of the community.  The office of the 
Harshman Telephone Company, later 
called the Fall City Telephone Company, 
also moved to this location in 1912. When 
Julia died in 1933, her only child, Ger-
trude, and Gertrude’s husband, George 
Satterlee, inherited the telephone busi-
ness. The Satterlees operated the tele-
phone company until Cascade Telephone 
of North Bend bought them out in 1947. 

(see separate report for History of Fall 
City Telephones) 

 

The Prescott-Harshman House, as it came to be known during the landmark 
process, was designated a King County Landmark in 1984. With the house ag-
ing and in disrepair, owner Ann Sutherland had sought restoration funds but 
couldn’t find a donor. Audrey Schroeder purchased the property in 1989 and 
took on a true labor of love. Audrey meticulously restored the house inside and 
out to the exacting preservation standards of the King County Landmarks 
Commission. For her exceptional restoration work, Audrey was honored with 
the “Project of Exceptional Merit” award by the Washington Trust for Historic 
Preservation.  June 1991 photographs of the restored house, from Audrey’s 
scrapbook, are shown on the next page. 
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The newly restored Prescott-Harshman House in 1991. 
From the scrapbook of Audrey Schroeder 
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