
In Olden Times…  
One of many down-to-earth donations from our friend Edith 
Sillery was this enameled metal chamber pot!  (We include it in 
our WHAT IS IT? display popular at school events.  You can 
imagine some of the responses...) 

In the days of outhouses, it must have been a welcome alterna-
tive to heading out in the cold, or in the dark, sure to be inhabit-
ed by monsters of some sort.  Even just getting out of bed and 
dealing with a “cold pot” does not sound very inviting! 

One wonders what the routine was for dealing with the pot once 
it was used.  Where its contents were emptied is no mystery.  
But where/how (and how thoroughly) it was washed, and by whom?? Surely this varied between households.  
It is probably a good guess, however, that it was not the menfolk who stepped up for the task. 

It was possible, of course, to be more elegant about the whole “toilet set,” as noted in the 1902 Sears, Roe-
buck ad shown below.  Perhaps reserved for guests in most homes.  Such pieces are likely to be spotted these 
days as décor in upscale bed-and-breakfast quarters.  

 APRIL 2018 

8 



 APRIL 2018 

9 

GiveBIG coming May 9th 

T his will be the last year for Seattle Founda-
tion’s GiveBIG event.  We hope you will join 

in for this opportunity to make a quick online dona-
tion to Fall City Historical.  As usual, go to 
www.givebigseattle.org and enter Fall City Histori-
cal in the FIND box. 

   You may donate any time during the day on May 9th.  And starting on 
April 26th, there will be the convenient option of “early giving”, where you 
can enter your donation before May 9th and it will be processed for you on 
the 9th.  Saves the “rush” of going to the site on “the day”!   

   We see a busy year ahead, as usual!  We’re working on a topic for Fall City Day and the 2019 Calendar 
and looking for an interesting speaker for the Annual Community Meeting in October.  An updated Historic 
Signs Tour brochure has been printed… available on our website and around town.  Three more historic 
signs are planned for this year.  The best way to keep up with our activities is to subscribe to our monthly 
Email Update service.  You can do that at www.fallcityhistorical.org/subscribe-updates or just email         
historylives@fallcityhistorical.org and let us know to add you to the list. 

YOU ARE INVITED TO THE PREMIER SCREENING OF OUR NEW VIDEOS 
APRIL 19TH, 7-8 PM AT THE FALL CITY LIBRARY 
With the help of a Heritage 4Culture Special Projects grant and 
the skills of videographer Christopher Charles Williams, two vid-
eos have been produced.  Both feature Duane Isackson (right), 
owner of the Isackson Sawmill, one of very few family sawmills 
still operating in King County.  Duane’s family history in the area 
goes back over 100 years. 

The first video is about the history of the sawmill and its unique 
machinery.  The second is Duane talking about the many kinds of 
wood he has worked with in his years of running the mill. 

We are hoping to arrange a Sawmill Tour again this year, proba-
bly later summer.  Watch for later announcements! 


